TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BEWDLEY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  for  the  Year  1947. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections: — 

“ A ” Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

“ B ” General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

“ C " Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

“ D ” Housing. 

“ E ” Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

“ F ” Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


SECTION  ‘‘A” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  3,681 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  accord- 
ing to  Rate  Books  1,340 

Rateable  Value  £16,424 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate  £69/6/8 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

(mid  1947)  4,699 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Area. 
Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

1947 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1946 

Male 

Female 

85 

41 

44  ... 

104 

57 

47 

4 

3 

1 ... 

6 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

89 

44 

45  ... 

no 

61 

49 

Total 


The  Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population  of  the 

Borough  was  1947—18.94  (1946—24.03) 


The  Live  Birth  rate  for  England 

and  Wales  was  ...  1947 — 20.5 


(1946—19.1) 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


1947 

Total  Male  Female 

5 4 1 

1 1 — 

6 5 1 


1946 

Total  Male  Female 

2 2 — 


2 2 — 


The  Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

births  (Live  & Still)  was  ...  1947—63.2  (1946—17.85) 

The  Still  Birth  rate  for  Eng- 

and  and  Wales  was  ...  1947—0.50  (19.46—0.53) 


Deaths. 


1947  1946 

Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female 

45  19  26  ...  72  37  35 


The  Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population 

was  1947—9.6  (1946—15.7) 

The  Death  rate  for  the  whole 

of  England  and  Wales  was  1947 — 12.0  (1946 — 11.5) 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  associated  with  childbirth 
during  the  year. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1947  1946 

Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female 

1 — 1 ...  5 4 1 


5 4 1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 


2 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate 

was  ...  ...  ...  1947—224  (1946—45.45) 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  1947 — 41  (1946—43) 


Deaths 

from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

... 

..  6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

... 

..  Nil 

Deaths 

from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

... 

..  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

... 

..  1 

Causes  of  Death. 

Ref  No. 

Males 

Females 

11. 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis 

Males 

Females 

2 

13,  15 
& 16. 

Cancer  ...  ...  

4 

2 

18, 

Intercranial  Vascular  Lesions 

1 

3 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

2 

14 

21. 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

— 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

2 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

...  — 

1 

36. 

All  other  causes  

4 

1 

Total  

...  19 

26 

SECT*ON  “ B ** 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Services.  These  are  provided  by  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  These  are  provided  from  Kidderminster. 


Home  Nursing.  There  are  two  District  Nurses  employed  by 
District  Nursing  Associations,  one  for  Bewdley,  the  other 
for  Wribbenhall.  The  Wribbenhall  Nurse  is  also  Health 
Visitor,  a duty  which  is  carried  out  in  Bewdley  by  a Health 
Visitor  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

Clinics.  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  once  a fortnight  at  the 
Wribbenhall  Parish  Room,  where  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
is  also  held,  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  carried  out. 

Hospitals.  The  Kidderminster  General  Hospital  for  general 
medical  and  surgical  cases. 

The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  at  Stourport. 

Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 
Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases — Arrangements  for  both 
these  diseases  are  made  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council. 

SECTION  “ C ” 

Sanitary  Circunvstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity 
and  quality. 

2.  Regular  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  have 
been  carried  out  at  monthly  intervals. 

3.  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

4.  No  action  was  necessary  for  any  form  of  contamination. 

5a.  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  public  water  mains  is 
1272.  Population  supplied  approximately  4676. 

5b.  17  houses  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes;  population  supplied 

64.  17  houses  are  supplied  by  wells;  population  supplied, 

63. 


There  was  a recurrence  of  serious  flooding  in  March,  1947, 
with  consequent  damage  to  properties  in  the  area.  No 
adverse  effect  on  health  has  come  to  my  notice. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  has  a sewer  available,  sewage 
being  pumped  to  the  Disposal  Works  used  jointly  by  the 
Borough  of  Kidderminster,  Stourport-on-Severn  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  Borough  of  Bewdley.  This  system  is  proving 
satisfactory. 

Certain  outlying  properties  still  use  local  arrangements, 
namely  cesspools,  septic  tanks  and  some  pail  closets  are  in 
use.  Arrangements  are  made  by  the  Council  for  the  emptying 
of  pail  closets  and  in  some  cases  cesspools  are  emptied. 

Where  any  nuisance  has  arisen  this  has  been  quickly  dealt 

Yvith. 

SECTION  ‘‘D” 

Housing. 

7 houses  were  completed  by  the  Corporation  during  the 
year.  In  addition  17  houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  still  remained  320  applications 
for  Council  houses. 

While  some  progress  has  been  made,  there  remains  a great 
deal  of  serious  overcrowding  in  the  district,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  better  progress  will  be  made  in  the  forthcoming  year.  ^ 

It  is  felt  that  much  illness,  both  mental  and  physical,  and 
domestic  disharmony,  have  their  origin  in  the  present  lack 
of  adequate  housing. 


SECTION  “E” 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 


SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year,  either 
at  Clinics,  Schools,  or  by  the  General  Practitioners,  was  as 
follows: — 

1.  Pre-School  Children  64 

2.  School  Children  3 

Total  ...  67 


At  the  end  of  1947  the  percentage  figures  of  Immunised 
children  estimated  in  the  two  age  groups  0 — 5 and  5 — 15  years 
were  81.7  p.c.  and  99  p.c.  respectively. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Polio  Myelitis. 

During  the  widespread  epidemic  of  this  year  there  were 
three  cases  in  the  Borough.  Most  unfortunately  two  of  these 
proved  to  be  of  the  rapidly  fatal  variety. 


Notifications. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  are 
shown  in  the  followng  table. 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Deaths 


Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

— 

— 

Measles  

83 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

3 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis  ... 

3 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  

1 

■— 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during 
the  year. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Non- 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Periods 

K. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

1 

1 

5 

15 

25 

1 

— 1 

35 

45 

55 

65  & over 

_ 

— — . . . 

— — 

— — 

Total 

— 

«1 

— — 

— 

— __ 

^ Death  transferred  to  Kidderminster  Borough. 


Conclusion. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  help  and  consideration  during  my  first  year  as  Medical 
Officer. 


I should  also  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council’s  staff 
for  their  help  and  co-operation. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MARKHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SANFFARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1947 
Circular  170/47. 


Housing. 

Private  Enterprise. — 17  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year,  16  houses  on  Trimpley  Lane  and  one  house 
on  the  Cleobury  Road. 

Corporation.— -Bark  Hill  Estate:  7 houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  The  Ministry  of  Health  agreed 
to  the  erection  of  a further  6 houses  on  this  site,  making 
32  houses  in  all  for  approved  contracts.. 

Squatters  Camps. — During  the  year  two  ex-military  camps,  one 
at  Dog  Lane  and  one  at  Blackstone,  were  taken  over  and 
occupied  by  squatters.  After  discussions  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  Borough  Council  agreed  to  take  over  and 
administer  these  camps.  There  are  18  families  on  the  Dog 
Lane  site  and  6 families  at  Blackstone.  Plans  and  costs 
were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  arid  approved,  for 
the  adaption  of  huts  for  living  accommodation.  The  works 
on  alterations,  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation 
are  now  being  carried  out. 

Scavenging. 

House  refuse  is  removed  weekly  in  the  town  and  once  every 
fortnight  in  the  outlying  areas,  and  is  taken  to  the  authorised 
tip  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  The  average  total  weight 
of  the  house  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  weekly  in  the 
Borough  is  25  tons.  This  figure  represents  an  amount  of 
15.2cwts.  per  day  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Trade  Refuse 

In  addition  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  IScwts.  of  trade 
refuse  are  removed  and  disposed  of  weekly. 


Salvage. 

Salvage  is  collected  once  every  fortnight  from  houses  and 
once  a week  from  business  premises  in  the  town.  The  work- 
men are  paid  a bonus  to  encourage  them  to  collect  as  much 
as  possible.  The  following  weights  of  refuse  were  collected 
during  the  year: — 


Tons 

Gwts. 

Paper 

...  15 

14i 

Textiles 

101 

Boxes 

31 

Metals 

!!!  !!!  !!!  !!!  6 

10 

Gullet 

6 

5 

Total  ...  29 


Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year,  the  following  premises  have  been  treated 
for  rodent  infestations: — 

Private  Dwellings  396 

Business  Dwellings  ...  162 


Total  ...  558 


Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Ice  cream  premises  registered  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: — 

Manufacture  ...  2 

Sale  4 

6 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  5 licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  and  these 
are  inspected  regularly.  During  the  year  It  was  found  that 
there  were  268  moveable  dwellings  on  these  sites  in  addition 
to  numerous  tents,  which  were  erected  more  particularly 
during  August. 


Inspections. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  inspections  carried  out:- 


Dwelling  Houses  ... 

...  166 

Factories  

3 

Nuisances  

...  10 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

...  10 

Shops  

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

6 

Food  Premises 

...  10 

Drainage  ...  ... 

...  73 

Total 

...  280 

1 am, 

Your  obedient 

servant, 

S.  J.  ROWE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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